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Why not take a look at Peter’s revamped website?
www.peterviggers.co.uk
The website gives useful information about Peter’s activities
and the work he does to represent you in Parliament:

■ Press Releases ■ Local Links ■ Peter’s Campaigns
■ Contact Details ■ Photo Gallery ■ Peter’s Programme

Can I help?
Please do not
hesitate to make
contact with me
if you need my
help or if you
want me to know
your views and
opinions. I hold
surgeries on a
regular basis in
the constituency –
to see me please
make an
appointment
through my office.
All my contact
details are on the
back page of this
Annual Report.

4 ways to contact Peter – see back page…

Once again it is time to provide to you, the Constituents of the Gosport

constituency with my annual report. This document can only give you a brief

outline of some of the key issues which have been at the forefront of my activities

in Parliament throughout the last 12 months.

The fight to retain Royal Hospital Haslar continues apace, and it is hoped that the

hospital will be retained as a rehabilitation centre for the military. There is no doubt

that healthcare provided in military managed wards in NHS Hospitals providing

acute specialist healthcare is generally of a high standard. However, I am less

convinced that the level of care given to recuperating service personnel, reservists

and veterans is sufficient as highlighted by the broken military covenant campaign

of the Royal British Legion. l have no doubt that Haslar would make an ideal

location for caring for recuperating personnel. 

I was successful in obtaining an Adjournment Debate in the House of Commons on

the closure of Daedalus Airfield to General Aviation. Shortly afterwards it was

announced that the deadline for closure of the airfield would be extended. At the

time of writing this report the outcome is not known but work behind the scenes

continues to secure the future of general aviation at Daedalus.

As we head into 2008 there are many issues facing the area, notably the road access

into and out of Gosport, the loss of jobs at Covidien, the move of HMS Sultan and

the proposed amalgamation of St Vincent College with Fareham College. It promises

to be another busy year ahead. I welcome your views on these and other issues – if

you wish to contact me, then the details can be found on the back page.
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Peter in Gosport
Haslar Latest
The fight goes on to save Haslar from closure
on two fronts; the military and National
Health Service.

The military have effective treatment in NHS Acute
Hospitals, but their stay in such centres averages 5-6 days
only. Many of these service personnel need long periods of
rehabilitation preferably in a military environment and the
Ministry of Defence does not currently have these facilities.
Peter believes that Haslar is an ideal location for the
provision of these elements of military healthcare along
with training and research. 

Hampshire Primary Care Trust (PCT) plan that all NHS
services will be moved from Haslar in 2009 and that these
services will be provided by the Queen Alexandra (QA)
Hospital supported by local community hospitals. Peter
believes that the facilities to be provided at QA (one less
operating theatre and one less ward) and the facilities at
local community hospitals, will not provide sufficient
healthcare services to the residents of the area. The Haslar

Task Force
which Peter
chair’s is
continuing
the battle on
both these
fronts.

Daedalus
The Daedalus site at Lee-on-the-
Solent is now owned by the
Maritime Coastguard Agency and SEEDA. Flying is
controlled by the Police who proposed to ban
general aviation from 16th November 2007.

In November, Peter Viggers was given the chance in a
special debate to plead the case for the continuation of flying.
The ban was postponed the following day and discussions are
now taking place to find a long-term solution.

Portsmouth Naval Base
Peter gave his support to safeguarding Portsmouth
Naval Base’s future and he is delighted with the
Government’s decision to retain the Naval Base and
to base the two new UK CVF Royal Navy aircraft
carriers, HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Prince of
Wales (each expected to be 65,000 tons) at
Portsmouth along with the new Type 45 destroyers.   

The aircraft carriers are expected to enter service in
2014 and 2016 and the first Type 45 is expected at
Portsmouth this year.

Baycroft
School
Baycroft School, Stubbington,
provides for children with special
educational needs. 

During a visit Peter Viggers was greatly impressed by
the commitment and enthusiasm of the staff but he felt
that the premises fell short of the requirement.  Some of
the rooms were quite small and the lay-out of the rooms
and corridors was inadequate.

He took the initiative of making contact with the
Hampshire County Council Education
Department, as a result the school was
considered for improvements or
rebuilding.

The school is now having a large
amount of improvement work
undertaken including an extension.
The work is expected to be completed
in April 2008. Peter says: “Baycroft is
an important local asset and I look
forward to seeing it operating after the
extensive work has been completed”.

St Vincent College
The Learning and Skills Council has proposed that
St. Vincent College in Gosport be merged with
Fareham College and the issue is currently being
considered after a consultation period which
finished on 1st February. 

Peter has been closely involved in these discussions
not least because he was for four years the first
Chairman of Governors of St. Vincent College when it
achieved independence under the Further Education
Funding Council.

He says “This is a very complex issue. St. Vincent
College is a Sixth Form College whereas Fareham College
is a Further Education establishment. This means that
there are different staffing rations and salary levels.”

Peter has contributed to the discussion and is keeping
closely in touch with developments. He comments: “Any
changes to the educational provision in Gosport must
build on the achievements we have. I strongly oppose any
change to St. Vincent’s status as a Sixth Form College.”
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Peter as chairman of the
Haslar Task Force presents
the ‘Way Forward’ document’

Peter speaks in the
Daedalus debate



Treasury
Select

Committee
The Treasury Select

Committee is the senior House
of Commons Committee and
responsible for holding the
Government to account for
financial matters. 

In the last year it has undertaken
a dozen enquiries and reports of
which the most substantial was on
the problems at Northern Rock.  The
Committee’s report, “The Run on the
Rock”, was published in January and
is having a substantial influence on
the planning of the revised
supervision of banks.

Peter comments: “Membership of
the Committee is a very demanding
role. I spent much of the Christmas
recess working on a paper on
banking supervision and I am very
pleased I am able to contribute to
the thinking in this important area”.
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N.I.C.E.
Peter asked the Leader of the
House to find time at an early
date for a debate on the
availability of the drug Alimta for
the treatment of mesothelioma
which although approved by the
National Institute for Health and
Clinical Excellence (NICE) and
although available through some
primary care trusts, was not
available to Gosport Constituents.

With support from both sides of the
House the Leader of the House agreed
to a debate taking place and the next
day the drug Alimta was made available
to the person on whose behalf Peter
Viggers asked the question. 

Peter in 
Parliament
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To contact Peter call 020 7219 4091

Electoral Commission

The Electoral Commission is
tasked with supervision of the
electoral process and with
encouraging public participation
in our democratic system.  

The Electoral Commission is
independent of Government and its
budget and overall strategy is
supervised by a special Speaker’s
Committee. Peter is the deputy to the
Speaker on this Committee and he also
answers questions in the House of
Commons on the work of the Electoral
Commission. This is a unique role and
one which Peter values.

Post Office
Closures
Peter Viggers presented a Petition
in the House of Commons in
January relating to the proposed
closure of Bury Cross Post Office.
The Petition was organised by Mr.
Christopher Donnithorne who
obtained 2,000 signatures for the
Petition in a short period. 

In presenting the Petition, Peter
Viggers explained that Senior Post
Office Management had consulted on
the closure of Bury Cross Post Office
and had given a lack of transport
facilities as a main reason for closure.
Peter Viggers told the House of
Commons that this reason was
completely incorrect because Bury
Cross Post Office is on a main
transport route and there is a bus stop
virtually outside the Post Office.
Senior Post Office Management states
that its decision is final but Peter will
maintain the argument to keep the
Post Office at Bury
Cross.

Typhoon Eurofighter 
Peter a former pilot, raised questions in the House of Commons
over the decision to scrap the Mauser machine-gun the aircraft was
originally planned to have, but which was cut on cost grounds.

Peter had spoken to a large number of RAF pilots about the gun and an
overwhelming number of operational pilots (including all of the Red Arrows)
agreed that a gun would be an important asset on the Typhoon.

Eventually after a lot of discussion it has been agreed that a Mauser gun
will be ‘retro-fitted’ to the Typhoon but at twice as much cost as it would
have been if it had been installed in the first place.
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Peter asks a
question as a
member of the
Treasury Select
Committee
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If you would like Peter to meet with your local community group please get in touch on 023 9252 2121

Write to him:
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE
House of Commons,
London SW1A 0AA
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
167 Stoke Road
Gosport, Hampshire
PO12 1SE

Telephone:
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE
020 7219 4091
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
023 9252 2121

Email:
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE
viggersp@parliament.uk
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
duggang@parliament.uk

Website:
www.peterviggers.co.uk

Should you need my help or
want to discuss a matter of
concern to you, get in touch.  
I would be pleased to hear from
you. I hold regular surgeries – to
book an appointment just call
023 9252 2121.

Member of Parliament 
for the Gosport
constituency

4 ways to
contact Peter
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Out 
& About
in the
Constituency

BAY HOUSE SCHOOL y
Peter Viggers meets with the 6th Form
School Council during a visit to Bay
House School

PETER VISITS HIS OLD
SCHOOL
Peter visits his old school
Alverstoke Junior School and
is greeted by the Headteacher
Mrs Marilyn Mullen MA x

SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION VISIT y
In November Peter visited Crofton Court
Sheltered Accommodation/Retired Housing.   

SCHOOL COUNCIL
MEETING
When Peter visited
Peel Common Junior
School he met the
School Council and
held a Question and
Answer session with
them <

PEEL JUNIOR
SCHOOL
Peter pictured
with
Headteacher
Carol Bishop
when he arrived
at Peel Common
Junior School for
a visit in
December x

PETER’S FLYING VISIT
In January Peter visited DARA
Fleetlands and met with
management and many
members of the workforce >


